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London: Art & Ballet

March 19 - 28, 2015 Exploring the Worlds of Art and Ballet in London with Susan Kuretsky, Professor of Art 
and John Meehan, Professor of Dance and Director of Vassar Repertory Dance Theatre

Thursday, March 19th.  Overnight flight to London from your chosen international gateway.  Overnight: Plane

Friday, March 20th.  Your morning arrival at London Heathrow Airport will be met for the transfer to our city-center hotel.  After time to un-
pack and rest up from the overnight flight, there will be an orientation meeting and free time to begin exploring the neighborhood.  This evening 
the group will gather for a reception and dinner in our private dining room.  Our guest for dinner this evening will be Jeanetta Laurence, Associ-
ate Director of the Royal Ballet  (D)  Overnight: London

Saturday, March 21st.  We’ll begin the day after breakfast with a brief meeting to go over the highlights and schedule of the day’s activities.  
We leave the hotel at 9.30 am for a panoramic sightseeing tour of London with our local guide (Christine Hoodith), designed to give newcom-
ers an overview of this great city and reacquaint returning travelers with its many charms. From Trafalgar Square to the South Bank, London is 
bursting with energy, and your guide will ensure that you are aware of the latest happenings as well as all the old favorites.  We’ll end our tour 
with a visit to the Tate Modern, where you can have lunch and spend as much time as you like browsing the gallery.  This evening we will gather 
again at the hotel to attend a performance of Swan Lake at the Royal Opera House.  (B)   Overnight: London

Sunday, March 22nd.  At 9.30 this morning we drive to the desirable suburb of north London, known as Hampstead, famous for its artistic and 
literary connections.  Here we’ll visit Kenwood House.  Recently reopened in 2013 after major renovations, Kenwood is a marvelous example 
of the work of the architect Robert Adam and houses a magnificent art collection.  The afternoon is free after our return to central London – or 
perhaps you’d like to stay on in Hampstead.  At 5.00 pm we’ll gather for a lecture and discussions at the hotel by professors Kuretsky and Mee-
han, along with special guest, Barbara Newman (class of ‘66).  Barbara is a noted dance critic in London - and a Vassar alum!  The evening will 
be free to sample a local restaurant for dinner.  (B)  Overnight: London

Monday, March 23rd.  Leaving at 9.00 am we spend a full day exploring central London galleries.  We’ll begin with a short stroll up Piccadilly 
to the Royal Academy, where we have tickets for the Rubens Exhibition  Then it’s a short walk to Trafalgar Square, here, after a short break for 
lunch, we’ll visit the National Gallery, the repository of the Nation’s collection of fine art from the mid-13th century up to 1900.  Just around 
the corner is the National Portrait Gallery, which we will also visit. This evening we’ll enjoy an early supper in Shepherd Market, a delightfully 
tucked-away area of Mayfair, just behind our hotel and then attend the final of the Emerging Dancer competition at the Queen Elizabeth Hall.  
Organised by the English National Ballet to nurture and recognise young talent, the final tonight is between the top 6 finalists performing before 
a panel of expert judges.  (B, D)   Overnight: London

Tuesday, March 24th.  Today we start at 9.00 for an excursion outside the city.  Our first stop will be at the Dulwich Picture Gallery.  Founded 
in 1811, Dulwich was the first purpose-built public art gallery and now contains one of the country’s finest collections of Old Masters.  After 
a visit here, we’ll leave the city behind and venture into the Kent countryside.  We’ll have lunch in a country pub along the way and spend the 
afternoon at Knole House.  Knole was the childhood home of Vita Sackville-West and the house contains works by Van Dyck, Gainsborough 
and Sir Joshua Reynolds.  We’ll return to London for a free evening.  (B, L)   Overnight: London

Wednesday, March 25th.  Our regular 9.00 am start this morning takes us to the Royal Opera House, where we will first observe a class and 
then take a backstage tour.  After a short break for refreshments, we are privileged to attend a full dress rehearsal of the 4 Temperaments, which 
opens this week. After a late lunch in Covent Garden, we’ll have a tour of the Queen’s Gallery in Buckingham Palace at 4.00 pm.  First opened 
in 1962, the Gallery displays the Queen’s collection that she holds in trust for the nation – as opposed to her private collection.  The evening is 
free.  (B, L)    Overnight: London

Thursday, March 26th.  Our day begins with a visit to the Wallace Collection, a private collection of some 5,500 objects, bequeathed to the 
nation by the widow of Sir Richard Wallace and known for the quality of the 18th-century French paintings.  We will transfer from here to the 
Covent Garden area where we will have time for lunch.  After lunch we walk to the Sir John Soane Museum, an amazingly eclectic assortment 
of everything collected by the late architect (1753-1837).  From here, we round off the day with a short stroll to the Courtauld Institute, particu-
larly known for its collection of French Impressionist and Post-Impressionist paintings.  An early dinner this evening with Ronald Hynd & An-
nette Page, will be followed by a performance of Romeo and Juliet by the Rasta Thomas Company at the Peacock Theatre.  Ronald and Annette 
were both principal dancers with the Royal ballet when Dame Margot Fonteyn was at her peak and Nureyev was defecting - they’ll have some 
stories to tell! (B, D)   Overnight: London

Friday, March 27th.  A completely free day to explore London.  As Dr. Samuel Johnson said, “The man who is tired of London is tired of life, 
for in London there is all that life can afford!”  Explore some of the other museums of the city, enjoy shopping along Oxford Street, or join the 
crowds in the markets of Covent Garden or Camden Lock.  We gather early this evening for a farewell dinner before attending a performance of 
the Great Gatsby by the Northern Ballet at Sadlers Wells.  (B, D)   Overnight: London

Saturday, March 28th.  Morning transfers are included to Heathrow Airport for returning flights to the U.S. (B)    Overnight: Home


