
Thursday April 06 - Evening departure from your chosen 
gateway city, aboard your direct Iceland Air service to Iceland.

Friday, April 07 - 06.40 arrival in Iceland; you will be met 
at the airport and escorted to your hotel in Reykjavik, where 
a sumptuous breakfast buffet awaits us.  After breakfast 
this morning (at approx 10.00 am) you tour Reykjavik 
for a wonderful introduction to Europe’s smallest capital 
city!  The tour covers the Old Town, the shopping districts, 
the Parliament, Hofdi House, Hallgrim’s church, the 
Harpa concert hall and much more! Most hotels know that 
Americans arrive early and will do everything possible to 
help us check in upon arrival.  However, this may not always 
be possible and if the rooms are not ready, you will store 
your luggage and go off on your city tour.  When you return 
to the hotel you will be free for lunch, and then able to go 
to your rooms and take a short nap before you gather for 
an introductory lecture by Professor Wallace of Dartmouth 
College at 5.30 pm.  Dinner will be at the hotel at 7.00 pm 
this evening and afterwards you will embark upon your first 
attempt to view the Northern Lights returning to the hotel at 
approximately midnight. (B, D)

Saturday April 08 - We set out on today’s adventure at 
9.00 am. Avoiding the tourist traps of the regular “Golden 
Circle” tour, we have created our own introductory tour of the Icelandic countryside.  Leaving Reykjavik, we first head north to the 
shores of the Hvalfjörður (literally the Whale Fjord).  Turning inland, we follow the course of one of Iceland’s largest salmon rivers, 
the Laxa i Kjos, and stop to view the spectacular waterfall, the Þórufoss. It’s a short drive from here to Þingvellir National Park, site 
of the world’s first parliament.  Here we can walk from America to Europe!  Next we stop and take the waters at the Fontana Spa in 
Laugarvatn, a naturally occurring hot spring bath and then have lunch there.  Continuing on to the south coast, we’ll visit the church at 
Skálholt, and stop to peer into the icy depths of Keri volcanic crater. At 6.00 pm this evening we’ll enjoy a traditional Icelandic lobster 
feast at a local restaurant in Stokkseyri before returning to our hotel at around 9.00 pm. (B, D)

Sunday, April 09 - A free day. Explore the galleries and museums of the city, enjoy the tax-free shopping or pamper yourself in one 
of the many local spas. There will also be a variety of optional activities available; from taking a snowmobile safari to the top of a 
glacier, to riding an Icelandic pony or going in search of puffins and whales. Your local guide will also offer a special, optional “South 
Coast” tour. (B)

Monday April 10 - Departing at 9.00 am this morning, we take a tour of the exotic, moonlike Reykjanes peninsula.  This is one of 
the newest parts of the country and is still growing!  Here we will see pools of boiling mud, the air heavy with the smell of sulfur, 
and be able to walk on top of the North Atlantic Ridge - the only place in the world where this is possible.  We’ll stop in the thriving 
fishing port of Grindavik at around 12.00 pm and enjoy a delicious lunch, with possibly the freshest fish you have ever eaten, before 
we continue to the nearby airport for return flights to the U.S. (B, L)

Key to included meals: B - breakfast, L - lunch, D - dinner

The Northern Lights


