
West Country Gardens
Tuesday, June 7th - Evening departure from your chosen US gateway city.       Overnight: Plane

Wednesday, June 8th - Your morning arrival at Heathrow will be met by your Discover Europe representative.  You will then transfer 
to nearby Waltham Place to visit the “natural garden” that is the brainchild of Strilli Oppenheimer.  From here we drive to our first hotel 
in the city of Taunton.  Upon arrival, there will be time to unpack and rest up before we gather for a cocktail reception and dinner.  (D) 
Overnight: Taunton

Thursday, June 9th - Heading west to the border of the county of Devon, we visit the fabulous medieval house of Cothay Manor.  
Twelve acres of magical gardens surround the manor. Many garden rooms, each a garden in itself, are set off a 200 yard yew walk. 
In addition there are fine trees, a cottage garden, courtyards, and a river walk; a plantsman’s paradise. The gardens have achieved the 
highest accolade of two stars in the Good Garden Guide and in June 2012 featured in the Daily Telegraph’s “20 Best Gardens in Britain.”  
We will also have a guided tour of the house, one of the finest small medieval manor houses in the country, dating from the 14th century.  
This afternoon we pay a visit to Mapperton House, home of the Earl and Countess of Sandwich.  The valley gardens at Mapperton reflect 
at least three periods of history. On the top level is the croquet lawn, where in dry weather the remains of a parterre, possibly 17th century, 
can be made out.  On the next level is the Italianate garden laid out by Mrs Ethel Labouchere in her husband’s memory in the 1920s, 
complete with grottoes, stone ornamental birds, animals and fountains. An orangery was added by Victor Montagu in the late 1960s, the 
current Earl of Sandwich’s father.  Below the wall and summer house are fish ponds which lead to the wild garden with its wonderful 
specimen shrubs and trees.  Free evening in Taunton. (B)  Overnight: Taunton

Friday, June 10th  - Our first visit today we will visit Forde Abbey Gardens.  Originally a Cistercian Monastery, today Forde Abbey 
is a private home with over 30 acres of award-winning gardens.   We’ll have a tour of the house and gardens. This afternoon, by way 
of contrast, we will be visiting the garden writer Margery Fish’s archetypal cottage garden at East Lambrook.  Margery Fish was the 
undisputed “Leading Lady of Gardening” from the 1950s and it was Margery’s natural gift in bringing old-fashioned and contemporary 
plants together that has so dramatically influenced the way we garden today.  We return to our hotel for free time to explore and find a 
local restaurant or pub for dinner (B) Overnight: Taunton

Saturday, June 11th - A leisurely start this morning will take us first to nearby Montacute House.  We’ll have time to explore the formal 
gardens, visit the Orangery and wander down the Lime Avenue, before we turn our attention to the inside of the house.  This beautiful 
Elizabethan country home was featured recently in the BBC production of Wolf Hall and also houses a part of the collection of the 
National Portrait Gallery.  Heading north, we’ll stop for lunch in Glastonbury, a town forever associated with the legend of King Arthur.  
We’ll pay a visit to the Abbey before continuing on to Milton Lodge Gardens for a private guided tour and tea.  The evening is free. (B, 
T) Overnight: Taunton

Sunday, June 12th -  Leaving Taunton, we head north and cross the Severn Bridge into the Principality of Wales. En route we’ll stop in 
England’s smallest city, Wells, for a visit to the Bishops Palace in time to attend The English Country Garden Festival at the plantsman’s 
paradise, covering 14-aces of stunning gardens.  In addition to full access to the gardens, the festival includes hands-on demonstrations, 
live talks, and booths.  Arriving in Wales our first stop will be for a visit to Veddw House Garden, the brainchild of garden writer 
Anne Wareham.  We will have time to tour her garden before we continue on to our hotel in Llanelli, where dinner awaits.  (B, D)   
Overnight: Llanelli

Monday, June 13th - We’ll begin the day with a visit to Aberglasney House and Gardens.  Spectacularly set in the beautiful Tywi valley 
of Carmarthenshire, Aberglasney House features one of the finest gardens in Wales. Aberglasney Gardens have been an inspiration to 
poets since 1477. The story of Aberglasney spans many centuries, but the house’s origins are still shrouded in obscurity.  Our afternoon 
visit today is to the National Botanic Gardens of Wales, opened in May 2000 and now the most visited garden in Wales.  On the return 
journey to Llanelli, we’ll stop at Laugharne and pay our respects to a Welsh national treasure, the poet Dylan Thomas. It was in the 
boathouse at Laugharne that he wrote many of his most famous works.  We’ll return to Llanelli for a free evening.  (B) Overnight: 
Llanelli

Tuesday, June 14th - Starting early this morning we’ll drive to Highgrove, HRH Prince Charles’ private estate, where we’ll enjoy a 
private tour. After stopping for lunch in the neighboring village of Tetbury, we’ll return across the Severn Bridge to Wales.  Arriving in 
the city of Swansea, we’ll stop and pay a visit to Dylan Thomas’ house before we return to our hotel (B) Overnight: Llanelli

Wednesday, June 15th - We begin today with an excursion around St. David’s Peninsula.  Our first stop will be Picton Castle, whose 
present gardens can be traced to the late 1800s.  We’ll visit the gardens before continuing on around the peninsula to visit the cathedral of 
St. David, the patron saint of Wales and stop in Britain’s smallest city for lunch.  This afternoon our first visit will be to Dyffryn Fernant 
garden.  Starting with a complete wilderness in 1996, Christina Shand has created a modern Welsh garden and will delight in taking us 
on a tour of her masterpiece.  There may be time to stop at the Neolithic site of Pentre Ifan on our way to Cae Hir, a “Dutch garden in 
the heart of Wales.” We’ll return to our hotel in Llanelli for a free evening. (B) Overnight: Llanelli

Thursday, June 16th - We leave south Wales today and head back along the motorway and across the River Severn back into England.  
En route, we’ll stop for a guided tour of the gardens of Cliveden, the fabulous home of William Waldorf Astor and end the day with a 
sumptuous farewell dinner at our hotel in Windsor area.  (B, D) Overnight: Windsor Area

Friday, June 17th - Morning transfers to Heathrow Airport for returning flights to the U.S. (B) Overnight: Home


