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A Pilgrim’s Way
Thursday, June 16th - Departure from your chosen US gateway city aboard an overnight transatlantic flight.             Overnight: Plane

Friday, June 17th - You will be met on your arrival at Bilbao Airport and transferred to our hotel in the center of the city.  A welcome 
dinner is included at the hotel this evening. (D)                          Overnight: Bilbao

Saturday, June 18th - Our day begins with a visit to the spectacular Guggenheim Museum.  We continue along the coast to the resort 
town of San Sebastián.  Destroyed by fire in 1813, the town was largely rebuilt in the Belle Epoch style and has become a playground for 
the rich and famous with sweeping sand beaches and a reputation for the best Basque cuisine.  We’ll have time for lunch and to explore 
before we return to our hotel for dinner.  (B, D)                            Overnight: Bilbao

Sunday, June 19th.  Heading south we follow the Nervion inland to Haro, the capital of La Rioja wine production. We’ll see the 
Renaissance church of San Tomás, with its wedding-cake tower, and the enchanting Plaza de la Paz (Square of Peace), a glass-balconied 
square whose mansions overlook an archaic bandstand. This afternoon we’ll join the Camino de Santiago and head into Burgos. This 
afternoon we’ll visit the Gothic cathedral, one of the greatest in all Spain, famous for its filigree of spires and pinnacles which are among 
the most extraordinary achievements of Gothic architecture. Dinner at the hotel this evening.  (B, D)       Overnight: Burgos

Monday, June 20th.  Today’s excursion takes us to the area southeast of Burgos. Our first stop is at Covarrubias, a superbly preserved 
medieval town. The streets are lined with half timbered houses with shady arcades and the remnants of medieval fortifications, including 
a tenth-century tower. We continue on to the Benedictine abbey of Santo Domingo de Silos, one of Spain’s greatest Christian monuments. 
The jewel of the complex is the double story eleventh-century Romanesque cloister with pillars decorated with life size reliefs including 
Christ on the road to Emmaus, dressed as a pilgrim to Santiago. After lunch we’ll visit the Gorges of Yecla. We’ll take a short walk along 
this dramatic gorge and a have chance to see the circling birds of prey high above us.  If time permits, we’ll also stop in Quintanilla to 
visit the incredible 8th-century Visigothic hermitage of Santa Maria. The evening is free in Burgos. (B)               Overnight: Burgos

Tuesday, June 21st.  Leaving Burgos we continue along the line of the Camino, stopping at Villacazar de Sirga to visit a Knights Templar 
Church. The Templars originally came into existence to guard and protect the pilgrimage routes all over the Mediterranean. On arrival in 
Leon we will explore the center of town; the Casa Botines, built by Antoni Gaudi, and of course the cathedral with its beautiful stained 
glass windows, Romanesque wall paintings, and historic Royal Pantheon. Tonight we will stay at the Posada del Marques just outside 
Leon. The posada is a converted pilgrim’s hospital with a delightful garden reminiscent of an English rectory!  Dinner is included in the 
hotel this evening.  (B, D)                          Overnight:   Carrizo de la Ribera

Wednesday, June 22nd.  This morning there will be an excursion to Astorga. Astorga was originally settled by the Romans, sacked by the 
Moors and then rebuilt as a pilgrim town in the Middle Ages. It is now a provincial capital boasting an excellent museum of the Camino. 
The museum offers all sorts of curios and sidelights on the story of the pilgrimage. A visit to the cathedral and Bishop’s Palace will be 
followed by an early return to the Posada del Marques for free time to relax and enjoy the gardens before dinner. (B)  
               Overnight:   Carrizo de la Ribera

Thursday, June 23rd.  We leave the province of Leon this morning and head into Galicia. Not only is Galicia often compared to Ireland 
for its scenery and climate but its culture is set deep in its Celtic past. First a stop at Ponferrada, an old mining town with an exquisite old 
town center dominated by a Templar castle. Lunch will be in the picturesque village of Cebreiro. A wonderful example of a traditional 
Galician mountain settlement with its pallozas (thatched houses) surrounding a ninth-century church. This afternoon we will visit the 
Monasterio de Samos famous in the Middle Ages for its exceptional library, and we’ll arrive in the late afternoon at our rural pazo just 
outside Santiago.  Dinner at the hotel this evening.  (B, D)                 Overnight: Casa Grande de Cornide

Friday, June 24th.  To complete our journey we head to Lavacolla and walk (optional) the penultimate leg of the pilgrimage. It is three 
miles from Lavacolla to Monte de Gozo (Mount of Joy) where the pilgrims were once rewarded with their first view of the cathedral spires 
of Santiago de Compostela. Lavacolla was where the pilgrims washed themselves in the river to prepare for their arrival at the cathedral. 
For many it was the first proper wash in months! The rest of the day will be spent in the heart of the old town of Santiago. A visit to the 
cathedral will be followed by free time to explore the surrounding district with its museums and warren of medieval squares and alleys. 
This evening we’ll gather for a farewell dinner.  (B, D)                                 Overnight: Casa Grande de Cornide
  
Saturday, June 25th.  Morning transfer to Santiago Airport for returning flights to the US, via Madrid.  (B)

Key to included meals: B - breakfast, D - dinner


