
Late Summer Gardens
Friday, September 4. Departure from your chosen US gateway city to London. Overnight: Plane

Saturday, September 5. Morning arrivals at London’s Heathrow Airport will be met by our Discover Europe tour guide and we’ll be-
gin our adventures with a guided tour of nearby Savill Garden.  After time here for lunch we’ll continue to our hotel in the Cotswolds, 
where there will be time to unpack, relax and begin exploring the town.  Later arrivals will either join the group at Savill Garden or be 
transferred directly to the first hotel.  This evening we’ll gather for an early dinner at the hotel.  (D)  Overnight: Cotswolds

Sunday, September 6. A leisurely start this morning will introduce the region with a beautiful drive through the Cotswolds’ quintes-
sentially English landscape of honey-colored villages and green meadows.  After a traditional Sunday lunch in a nearby country pub, 
we’ll visit the Hidcote Manor garden, England’s foremost 20th-century garden, where a series of horticultural “rooms” have been 
created, each different in color, character, and intention. Next, we’ll visit the beautiful Kiftsgate Court gardens, home of Heather Muir, 
a pioneer in the rediscovery of shrub roses (including the celebrated rambling Rosa filipes “Kiftsgate”).  The evening is free to dine at 
the local pub. (B, L)  Overnight: Cotswolds

Monday, September 7.  This morning we will make a private visit (11.15 am)) to the estate of His Royal Highness The Prince of 
Wales at Highgrove.  After lunch, we’ll visit Rodmarton Manor, a fine example of a Cotswold “Arts & Crafts” House and one of the 
last great country houses to be built in the traditional way.  The large garden is known for its roses, herbaceous borders and its topiary. 
We’ll return to our hotel for a free evening.   (B) Overnight: Cotswolds

Tuesday, September 8. Heading south this morning, a short drive brings us to Iford Manor, home of the Peto Garden (10.00 am)).  
This unique Grade I Italianate garden was designed by Harold A Peto, who lived at the Manor from 1899 - 1933.  From here we stop 
in the city of Bath, where we will visit the Roman Baths, perhaps the best-preserved Roman remains in Britain, and then have time 
for lunch.  On the way back to our hotel, we‘ll stop in Malmesbury to visit the Abbey House Garden (3.30 pm), a spectacular 5-acre 
garden set beside the 12th-century Abbey church.  We’ll return to our hotel for a free evening.  (B) Overnight: Cotswolds

Wednesday, September 9.  Our first visit this morning is to Barnsley House (10.00 am) and the masterpiece garden created by Rose-
mary Verey, one of the most influential gardeners of the 20th century, where we’ll have a tour with one of the head gardeners.  You’ll 
have an opportunity to see how the ideas and designs from her many books and articles are reflected everywhere in this glorious space 
before we gather for lunch at the Village Pub. After lunch the afternoon will be free in nearby Cirencester (once an important Roman 
city), where you can browse the local shops, or visit the Corinium Museum and the town’s marvelous “wool” church. We return to our 
hotel for a free evening.  (B, L) Overnight: Cotswolds

Thursday, September 10. We begin the day by driving into the east Cotswolds to the village of Whichford, where we visit the Which-
ford Pottery (10.00 am).  This family business has been making garden pottery for 40 years now and is licensed by the RHS to provide 
a special series of commemorative flower pots and planters.  You can watch the potters at work and see their displays in the various 
small gardens at the site.  After stopping for lunch in nearby Banbury, we continue this afternoon to Broughton Castle, the home of 
Lord and Lady Saye & Sele, where we’ll enjoy a private tour of the house and garden (2.30 pm).  We’ll return to our hotel for dinner.  
(B, D)  Overnight: Cotswolds

Friday, September 11. On leaving the Cotswolds for London, we’ll stop on the way at Wisley.  The 240-acre flagship garden of the 
Royal Horticultural Society at Wisley is the jewel in the crown of the RHS and has been a living encyclopedia for gardeners for the 
past 100 years. We’ll have time for lunch, we’ll tour the garden’s highlights and have free time to browse the Wisley store. Upon our 
arrival in London, the evening is free —why not take in a show in London’s famous West End, or sample a wonderful local restaurant?   
(B) Overnight: London

Saturday, September 12. A completely free day to explore London. As Dr.Samuel Johnson said, “The man who is tired of London 
is tired of life, for in London there is all that life can afford!”  Explore the galleries and museums of the city, enjoy shopping along 
Oxford Street, or join the crowds in the markets of Portobello Road or Camden Lock.  Why not pay a visit in the afternoon to the half-
price ticket booth in Leicester Square and see what is available at the theater this evening? This evening you are also free to dine at 
one of the city’s many fine restaurants.  (B)  Overnight: London

Sunday, September 13.   Today we visit Great Dixter for a tour of the garden of Christopher Lloyd, who devoted his life to develop-
ing one of the most exciting and experimental gardens of our time, incorporating medieval buildings, yew topiary, and a tapestry of 
mixed borders (including the famous Long Border).  Then it’s on to Sissinghurst, rescued in 1930 by poet/novelist Vita Sackville-West 
and her husband, historian Harold Nicolson, who bought the romantic ruins and began to create the gardens (10 gardens spread over 
a 6-acre area). Harold, a classicist, utilized the walls and buildings that were already in place, while Vita devised the inspired planting 
schemes, grouping plants according to color, texture, and season.  We’ll return to London for a farewell dinner at the hotel.  (B, D)  
Overnight: London

Monday, September 14. Morning transfer to London Heathrow Airport for return flights to the U.S. (B)

Key to included meals: B - breakfast, L - lunch, D - dinner


