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The Italian Lake District
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Adventures Across Northern Italy

The cost of this itinerary, per person, double occupancy is:

 Land only (no airfare included): $3780
 Single supplement:  $590

Airfares are available from many U.S. cities. Please call for details.

The following services are included:

 Hotels:            8 nights accommodation in first-class hotels. 
  All hotel taxes and service charges included.
 Coaching:     All ground transportation as detailed in the itinerary.
 Ferries: All boat rides/ferries as detailed in the itinerary. 
 Meals:          Continental breakfast daily,  5 dinners.
 Guides:         Discover Europe tour director throughout. 
 Expenses:      Porterage of one large suitcase per person. 
 Entrances:     Entrance fees to all sites included in the itinerary. 
 Insurance:      Complete travel insurance including cancellation coverage.
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The Villa d’Este on Lake Como

            inged by alpine peaks, the sparkling lakes of  Garda,
            Maggiore, Como, and Lugano command a landscape 
where mountains descend to meet water and grand hotels rise 
up in pretty lakeside towns. Here at the convergence of Italy 
and Switzerland is an area graced with shocking beauty and 
extraordinary diversity, where each lake has its own charms and 
treasures to unfold against a backdrop of semi-tropical gardens, 
gracious old villas, and vibrant villages.

From the legendary majesty of Lake Maggiore, the most famous 
of the Italian Lakes, to the enchanting vistas surrounding Lake 
Como, to the hidden corners of Lake Orta, we’ll explore the Ital-
ian Lake District, an area beloved of the Romantic poets as well 
as writers as diverse as Virgil, Goethe, Stendhal, and Heming-
way, not to mention a host of royalty. 

This fall Discover Europe takes you on a journey of discovery to 
one of the most beautiful regions of Europe. Whether on the jew-
el-like Borromean Islands, or admiring the panoramic expanse 
from the crystalline waters of Lake Como, this highly scenic tour 
perfectly captures the romantic charm of the Italian Lakes. And 
with a balance of guided visits as well as free time on your own 
to explore the villages and vistas, you’ll experience the 
full flavor of Italy’s lakeside majesty. 



        Stresa *
*  MILAN

* Bellagio
* Sirmione

Key to included meals:
B - breakfast, D - dinner

Sirmione

Thursday, September 17. Evening departure aboard your overnight flight. 

Friday, September 18. Morning arrival in Milan, where you’ll be met for 
transfer to our hotel in the lovely resort town of Stresa on the shores of 
Lake Maggiore. You’ll have time to unpack and relax before we gather for a 
welcome dinner.  (D)  Overnight: Stresa

Saturday, September 19. The second-largest lake in Italy, Lake Maggiore 
reaches into the Alps and is home to beautiful villages and the famous 
gardens of the Borromean Islands. Traveling out into the sparkling water, 
the backdrop of mountains, olive trees, and vineyards rises in tiers from the 
lake. This morning we take a boat to Isola Bella’s magnificent 17th-century 
Palazzo Borromeo and its unique sculpted gardens, before continuing on to 
Isola Madre’s exquisite palace where azaleas, rhododendrons, and camellias 
flourish. After our mid-afternoon return to Stresa, the rest of the day is free. 
(B)  Overnight: Stresa
 

Sunday, September 20. Today we step back in time with a visit to Lake Orta, a 
small gem of a lake dotted with villages and tucked away behind Lake Maggiore. 
We’ll visit Orta San Giulio, ideally sited on the tip of a peninsula, and brimming 
with old houses and leaning, wrought-iron balconies. On our return we’ll stop in 
Carciano di Stresa for the view from Il Mottarone, the mountain between Lakes 
Maggiore and Orta that offers one of the most beautiful natural balconies in the 
whole Piedmont, reached via a cable car that climbs to 5,000 feet. Dinner at a local 
restaurant in Stresa this evening.  (B, D) Overnight: Stresa
 
Monday, September 21. Leaving Stresa, we head into Milan for a quick tour that 
highlights its masterpieces - Leonardo da Vinci’s Last Supper still in situ in the re-
fectory of Santa Maria delle Grazie, the Basilica of Sant’Ambrogio, which was built 
as part of a program to reorganize the Christian face of Milan, and the Duomo where 
the view of the city from the roof terraces is simply unforgettable.  We’ll stop and 
have free time for lunch before heading east along the foothills of the Alps to our hotel in Sirmione on Lake Garda.  There will be 
time to unpack and relax before dinner at the hotel.  (B, D)  Overnight: Sirmione

Tuesday, September 22. This morning we’ll explore Sirmione, an enchanting town on the lake’s southern shore, and visit the 
Grotte di Catullo, the ruins of a large Roman villa, a reminder that Garda has been a holiday resort for the pleasure-seeking well-
to-do since the height of the Roman era.  This is the most important example of Roman imperial domestic architecture in northern 
Italy and is beautifully set amid olive groves at the end of a long promontory.  We’ll have free time for lunch and then the after-
noon and evening are free to pursue individual interests. (B)  Overnight: Sirmione

Wednesday, September 23. Our excursion today takes us first to Vicenza, where sightseeing introduces us to the many fine 
buildings of its favorite son, Andrea Palladio, including the Teatro Olimpico and numerous palazzi.  We continue to Verona, one 
of the most attractive towns in northern Italy, with wide pavements of red Verona marble, impressive Roman remains, including 
its famous Arena, a rich artistic heritage and important historic churches. We’ll stop for lunch and a chance to walk around this 
ancient city, founded by the Romans in 89 BC.  We might buy lunch in the Piazza delle Erbe, a large fruit and vegetable market, 
before continuing through the Piazza dei Signore to the cathedral and campanile.  There will be time for a quick sprint to the top 
of the Roman Amphitheatre, one of the largest of its kind, for splendid views across the city.  And, of course, a stop at the Casa di 
Giuletta for a view of Juliet’s balcony.  We return to Sirmione for dinner at a local restaurant  (B, D)  Overnight: Sirmione

Thursday, September 24. Returning west this morning, we’ll reach the tip of Lake Como, just after passing the ancient hill town 
of Bergamo. Continuing on to Bellagio, this beautiful resort, often called the most romantic city in Europe, is filled with shops, 
villas, and restaurants. A walk through the luxuriant gardens of the Villa Melzi rounds off the day and leaves you free in the eve-
ning. (B)  Overnight: Bellagio

Friday, September 25. Gliding out onto the waters of Lake Como we’ll have a close-up view of breathtaking villas that reach 
down to meet the water before visiting the elegant Villa Balbianello and stopping at the Villa d’Este, one of Europe’s most 

legendary hotels, and a kingdom unto itself, 
surrounded by 10 acres of some of the fin-
est gardens in Italy. We’ll return via private 
motorcoach to Bellagio for our final, farewell 
dinner. (B, D)  Overnight: Bellagio

Saturday, September 26. Morning transfer to 
Milan Airport for returning flights to the US. 
(B).  Overnight: Home


