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Poldark’s Cornwall
Saturday, 15th October – depart USA on overnight flights

Sunday, 16th October 
Arrival and transfer from London airports to Calcot Manor.  We will be staying at the historic and glorious Calcot Manor.  
First built as a Cistercian monk’s tithe barn, the building was enlarged and became a manor towards the end of the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth I.  It remained in the family ownership of Sir Thomas Eastcourt, a lawyer and MP in the 16th century, 
until the early 19th Century, becoming an award winning hotel in the early 1980s.  Much loved for comfort and style, there 
is an award winning spa and a superb choice of gourmet restaurant or easy dining in the Gumstool, a perennial favourite 
for lunch when we tour nearby Highgrove.  

Welcome evening Reception and Dinner together.

Monday, 17th October 
Setting the scene:  The opening of the first book features the main character, Ross Poldark, returning from the American 
War of Independence by ship and riding by coach to Truro.  He returns to his parent’s home, Nampara, to find it in disre-
pair and a dire financial state.  Judd and Prudie, the family retainers, are drunk, disorderly and dishevelled and the early 
episodes show Ross in his determination to restore the mine, his fortune and his home.   Morning visit to Horton Court (if 
reopened, otherwise Sudeley)(the scene of Ross’s courtroom dramas) nearby. 

Lunch under own arrangements at local inn, The Wild Duck at Ewen, or Sudeley.  2.45 p.m. Private guided tour of Chav-
enage House (the setting for Trenwith, the Poldark family home) with the owners, the Lowsley-William’s family, and a talk 
on the location filming for this wonderful production.  Afternoon tea with cake. Return to our hotel for the evening and 
early dinner together in the Gumstool Brasserie at the hotel.

Tuesday, 18th October 
Depart hotel for Corsham High Street and Town Hall (used as a Truro street), en route to Cornwall.  Our route will take 
us over Bodmin Moor, and we will cut across past Launceston Gaol & Castle (scene of many of the book’s story lines!), 
past Jamaica Inn to St Breward (a farm here is the location for Nampara), before we have lunch at Constantine Bay (used 
as filming location for coastal scenes) (possibly the Treglos Hotel) and a visit to the glorious beach of Porthcothan, used as 
the location for Nampara Cove.  Coast road to Newqay showing Watergate Bay.  

Our accommodation in Cornwall is at the award winning Nare Hotel on the Roseland Peninsula close to St Mawes, which 
is a delightful seaside town with several good restaurants, cafes and inns, and guests will be free to wander a leisure in 
between activities.  Daphne du Maurier wrote many of her novels here and lived for a while at Veryan, where you will find 
round houses, so built to keep out evil spirits from corners!  To reach the hotel we will pass through the village of Trego-
ny, which readers will note is the name of Sir John in a later book.  Readers and fans of Poldark will note that many of the 
names and locations in the books are based on the names of villages, and locations in the county, such as the village of 
Demelza (the Cornish name for Fort on the Hill), the hamlets of Carne closeby, and Warleggan which sits in the middle of 
Bodmin Moor.  Always a fitting location for scheming George, I thought!  Dinner together at the hotel this evening.

Wednesday, 19th October 
10 a.m. arrival for morning coffee at 10.15 at Caerhays, prior to private tour with Charles Williams (featured in book 3).  
We will then drive to Charlestown, and the historic harbour which is the scene for Falmouth and Truro in the television 
series.  Lunch opportunity at the Pier Head Inn.  Afternoon visit and afternoon tea at the Tregothnan Estate.  The home of 
the Viscount Boscawen, this has strong associations with the whole of the Poldark series and history of the county.  Now 
producing luxury award winning tea from their own camellias, the Estate offers a fabulous tour of the gardens and scenery 
in this idyllic spot.  For those who are not too keen on walking, we will run a coach back to the hotel for an afternoon at 
leisure, or a visit to the lovely nearby cathedral of Truro.  Dinner at the Nare Hotel.



Thursday, 20th October - Today we will visit the far end of the county.  
First to morning coffee and a visit to the Portreath bakery for a pri-

vate guided tour on Cornish Pasty and Saffron cake making, and a 
commemorative talk on Poldark and Cornish traditions.  Next to the 
Levant Mine and Wheal Owles at Penwith near St Just.  This was used 
as the location for Wheal Leisure in the series.  No visit to this part of 

Cornwall would be complete without a visit to the famous smugglers 
cove of Zennor and now location for an award winning foodie haven, the 

Gurnards Head Inn.  A must for lunch!

From here, we will drive to Porthgwarra (used as part of the St Aubyn estate), a 
beautiful beach location next to the stunning Porthcurno beach where viewers see Ross 

and Demelza riding over the sands.  This is very close to the famous Minack Open Air Theatre and a visit here may be of 
interest, with the most outstanding views.  Our route back to the hotel for dinner will take us over the King Harry ferry, a 
historic quaint river boat chain ferry crossing used for hundreds of years as the passage over the Helford River between the 
Roseland peninsula and Truro. 

Friday, 21st October - First we will visit the Poldark Mine!  This opened after the first series in the 1970s and has been a 
great visitor attraction ever since.  It is well worth a visit, even though perhaps a little touristy.  Then to Godolphin House, 
the original setting for Trenwith and Mullion Harbour, scene for most of the harbour locations in the series and a beautiful 
special spot.  We will be passing by Trenance here, where the village farm is now home to a fabulous handmade chocolate 
factory, café and shop, and the little village of Mullion is a truly historic Cornish scene in itself.  At Mullion, on the head-
land between Polurrian Cove and Poldhu above Gunwalloe, the first transatlantic radio signals were sent across the Atlantic 
to Newfoundland by Marconi in 1901.  From here, we will visit Gunwalloe Church Cove.  In reality the scene of the wreck 
of a Spanish galleon which has been designated a site of historic interest and cannot be approached, there is an amazing 
church here nestled into the cove rocks.  Take the time to walk around the graveyard and look inside this beautiful church, 
the cove was used for both series.

On our way home, just beyond Falmouth, to the Creekside location of Mylor.  Here you will get fabulous waterside views of 
the stunning boats and properties of 2016 and be able to eat at one of the most famous smuggler haunts, the award winning 
and excellent Pandora  Inn.

We will have supper here (own arrangements) and then return late to our hotel.

Saturday, 22nd October
This morning, a visit to the beautiful house of Trerice, used in the original television series and a wonderfully historic home 
of note.  Winston Graham lived nearby at Perranporth and always said that Trerice was his inspiration for Trenwith in his 
novels.  Now owned by the National Trust, there is a good café here and delightful small garden if the weather is fine. 

The Nare Hotel is noted for afternoon tea by the fire looking out to sea and our programme this week will have precluded 
much opportunity to enjoy this!  Today, therefore, we will visit the historic fishing village of St Mawes and everyone will 
have a chance to wander at leisure before we return to the hotel for perhaps a walk on the sandy beach, a rest in the draw-
ing rooms, and tea for those who want it!  We will have dinner at the hotel as usual.

Sunday, 23rd October
We will visit the historic estate of Cotehele or Port Eliot on the Tamar Estuary, and drive into the neighbouring county of 
Devon across the wild landscape of Dartmoor.  Although Bodmin Moor is frequently referred to in the Poldark novels, 
Ross and his friends must have ridden over Dartmoor hundreds of times when they were visiting London.  He became a 
Member of Parliament in London for many years which readers will note later in the series, and is likely to have traversed 
our route back to London each time!  

We will drive back towards London airport today, and spend a final evening together at the delightful Oakley Court Hotel 
Windsor, where we will have dinner together and Farewells.

Monday, 24th October
All depart.


